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• The term “internationally mobile students” refers to
• students who have crossed a national border to study,
• or students who are enrolled in a distance learning programme

abroad.
• These students are not residents or citizens of the country where

they study.
• Internationally mobile students are a sub-group of “foreign

students”, a category that includes those who have permanent
residency in the host country.

• For this reason, the number of foreign students, globally, tends to
be higher.
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Top 10 destination countries:

United States (18% of total mobile students)
United Kingdom (11%)
France (7%)
Australia (6%)
Germany (5%)
Russian Federation (4%)
Japan (4%)
Canada (3%)
China (2%)
Italy (2%)



source: http://www.uis.unesco.org/,

China (694,400 students studying abroad)
India (189,500)
Republic of Korea (123,700)
Germany (117,600)
Saudi Arabia (62,500)
France (62,400)
United States (58,100)
Malaysia (55,600)
Viet Nam (53,800)
Iran (51,600)

Top 10 countries of origin of mobile students



source: http://www.uis.unesco.org/,

Regions that host the largest number of 
mobile students:

• North America and Western Europe (57% of 
total mobile students)

• East Asia and the Pacific (20%)
• Central and Eastern Europe (10%)



WHERE IS THIS LIGHT?

PEOPLE AND CULTURE

WHY IS IT CALLED THE LIGHT OF THE NATION?

Follow Geographic and Cultural Developments



International students in the US
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Primary source of  funding for international students
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Places of  Origin of  international Students
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US students studying abroad
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Leading Destinations of U.S. Study Abroad Students
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70,000 

(2014)

30, 000

2011

“There were nearly 30,000 international students in Turkey in 
2011. Now, this number has reached up to 70,000.”

Turkey as destination for international students



Turkey as destination for international students

source: http://monitor.icef.com/

International demand for Turkey’s growing higher education sector 
mostly comes from the country’s close neighborhood: the Middle East, 

Africa, Central Asia, the Caucasus and the Balkans.



Turkish students studying in the US

In the 2013/14 academic year, 10,821 students from Turkey were studying in the 
United States (down 4.1% from the previous year). 

Turkey is the eleventh leading place of origin for students coming to the United States. 



MENA students studying in the US



China’s outbound student

• 339,600 Chinese students studied abroad
in 2012,
• an increase of 17% over the previous

year.
• In 2013, it is estimated that this figure rose

to 450,000.
• Furthermore, China continues to dominate

the foreign student market in the US,
Canada, and Australia.
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